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 My interest in Japan was initially sparked by Japanese films of the prewar period. When I 
first saw films by Yasujiro Ozu, I was struck by the director’s technique: when capturing 
conversation, he places his camera directly in front of the speaker, so that it appears as if he or 
she is addressing the audience. One might think these shots would come off as confessional, but 
the characters maintain an emotional distance, going about their days alongside family members 
living in close quarters. I found this juxtaposition somewhat jarring; distant, but intimate. At the 
time, I knew little about Japanese culture, and I longed to understand Ozu’s films. So in 2008 
when I decided to take a few classes at Bunker Hill Community College, I was excited to find 
that they offered introductory Japanese courses. This is where my academic journey 
began. 
 Pursuing higher education was not possible for me after high school. I grew up in a 
working-class family that had significant financial struggles. At the time of my parents’ divorce 
when I was 8 years old, I could list having occupied ten different residences, including a school 
bus. I remember our furniture being repossessed, and being evicted from our home and breaking 
back in to sleep in front of the fireplace. No matter how difficult the situation, my parents did 
their best to keep us happy; every setback felt like a new adventure. From them I learned 
optimism, adaptability, and the value of hard work. I began to work at 17 years old, and moved 
to the city immediately after graduating from high school. I was 26 when I finally considered 
college, and was nervous about the prospect of incurring debt and scared that I would have to 
take a job that I didn't like to pay it off. I did not expect to become infatuated with my studies. 
 In 2010 I received a scholarship which enabled me to study Japanese in Tokyo during the 
summer semester. I found that studying in Japan not only improved my Japanese, but also put the 
language into a context that enabled me to see how language and culture are inextricably linked. 
Just as film had inspired me to take up learning Japanese, the language itself became the conduit 
to understanding Japan socially, culturally, and historically. My experience abroad helped to 
determine the direction that my studies would take. In 2011, I received my Associate’s degree 
and transferred to the University of Massachusetts Boston, where I currently major in Asian 
Studies and minor in Japanese language. 
 As an Asian Studies major, I feel that studying Japan through its relationship to Asia and 
the rest of the world has provided me with a unique perspective on the country, its history, and 
culture. In this increasingly globalized world it is important to understand how relationships 
between nations have formed across time, and examining Japan offers insight into the workings 
of the world at large. As a parent, I have found the impact of Confucian ideologies from China 
on Japanese culture and society, and more specifically the family, particularly interesting. Upon 
completion of my undergraduate degree in December, I will become the first in my family to 
graduate from a four-year institution. I intend to continue on to graduate work in Japanese 
studies with the goal of teaching at the university level. I plan to nurture this intellectual urge by 
taking my studies as far as possible, sharing the knowledge that I attain and inspiring others to 
become students of the world, as my own experiences have inspired me.


